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This book presents a shared history of Asian involvement in the Great War from non-national and
transnational perspectives. Asian involvements make the Great War not only atrue world war but also a
great war. The war generated forces that would transform Asia both internally and externally. Asian
participation transformed the meaning and implications of the broader conflict. The First World War wasin
fact a defining moment that shaped worldviews and developments across Asia. This book is also meant to be
astep in recovering memories of the war and re-evaluating the war in its Asian contexts. The Asians part in
the war and the part the war played in the collective devel opment of Asiarepresent the first steps of the long
journey to full national independence and international recognition. This book aimsto bring the Great War
more fully into Asian history and Asians into the international history of the war with hope that this book
hel ps the people of Asiadevelop a better understanding of their shared history through the Great War in
order to lay the groundwork for a healthy and peaceful journey into a future that will only be shared, not
lived separately.
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