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Social archaeology is concerned with how one might use the archaeological record of the present to
elucidate how social interactions were ordered in a past society. This requires a meaningful model of

society, considerable archaeol ogical data, and a reliable connection between them. A maor goal of this book
isto improve our understanding of one aspect of social archaeology, the inference of status hierarchy. The
first section covers what isinvolved in socia inference, and presents ideas on how it may be done reliably.
In them following section, the typological models of Elman Service and Morton Fried are used to clarify
certain aspects of ranking. The final section draws together a number of insights concerning the recognition
of statusinequality. These approaches are given systematic arrangement and evaluated in light of the model
of social inference. This arrangement clarifies how they relate to each other, making it easier to see how
they may be applied in varied real contexts, and stimulates new ideas for more correlations of ranking.
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