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Abstrak
 

[Improving the Quality of child custody evaluations raises significant questions of accuracy, reliability, and

validity in the way even the best-intentioned evaluations are conducted, and proposes standardized

guidelines for correction. Identifying conceptual as well as empirical shortcomings in the evaluation process,

the authors analyze the current state of custody evaluation protocols and the welter of laws surrounding the

concept of the best interests of the child. An empirically-based framework, the egregious/promotive factors

model, is presented as a reliable alternative, supported by rigorous assessment tools and backed by the

results of a pilot study of the model among family court judges. Throughout, the book never loses sight of

the optimum end result : a reliable foundation for children’s future well-being. , Improving the Quality of

child custody evaluations raises significant questions of accuracy, reliability, and validity in the way even

the best-intentioned evaluations are conducted, and proposes standardized guidelines for correction.

Identifying conceptual as well as empirical shortcomings in the evaluation process, the authors analyze the

current state of custody evaluation protocols and the welter of laws surrounding the concept of the best

interests of the child. An empirically-based framework, the egregious/promotive factors model, is presented

as a reliable alternative, supported by rigorous assessment tools and backed by the results of a pilot study of

the model among family court judges. Throughout, the book never loses sight of the optimum end result : a

reliable foundation for children’s future well-being. ]
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