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n the community-building process, citizens are the most invoked and feared, but at the same time the least
known subject. This lack of knowledge nourishes the citizens' detachment from the European Union and
itself emerged in well known cases such as the French and Dutch referenda on the constitutional treaty or
the public concern towards the EU policy on immigration. This gap istrue especially for active citizenship
organizations operating in the European policy making, not only in Brussels, but also and above al at
national and local levels, and this book is aimed at filling this knowledge gap. The book is divided into two
parts. Thefirst part of the book focuses on the way in which the literature on EU governance and
citizenship and on participatory democracy deals with citizen activism in public policy making. The second
part discusses a number of empirical research projects on civic activism in Europe.
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