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On March 11, 2011, one of the largest earthquakes in human history struck offshore of northeast Japan,
triggering a massive tsunami that devastated surrounding coastal areas. One of the many victims of this epic
disaster was Nippon Paper Industries' Ishinomaki Paper Mill, which was so flooded and covered in debris
that it was completely shut down. NPI provided around 40% of the paper used by Japan's publishing
industry and its Ishinomaki mill--home to one of the largest paper machines in the world--was its core
production facility. Loss of this plant would have been a devastating blow. When the factory's |leader Hiromi
Kurata announced that the mill would be producing paper again in just six months, few believed him. The
city of Ishinomaki still had no power, no gas, and no water. Even finding food and shelter was a challenge
for many, and the plant was so covered in debris that large parts were still inaccessible. Even so, the burden
of saving their company, their city, and even the Japanese publishing industry had been placed on the
shoulders of the mill's employees. Their story is a monument to the indomitable spirit of the Japanese
worker
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