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In addition to offering insights into how middle classness was and is constituted and negotiated, this
collection illuminates the cultural and socia conditions of two distinctive periodsin Vietnamese history.
Still a sensitive topic politically, the contemporary middle class, nascent but increasingly powerful, is
exerting a strong impact on the shape of contemporary society and culture, as well as on urban and rural
landscapes. This volume offers a series of studies which critically interrogate the practices of those who
engage in or aspire to urban middle-class lifestylesin Vietnam both in the past and in the present.
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