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The aim of this volume isto summarise the developments that have led to the current status of both heparins
as drugs and the field of heparin research, with afocus on the particularly rapid progress that has been made
over the past three decades. Individual sections are dedicated to the nature of heparin as abiological
molecule, the current approaches and techniques that are used to ensure the safety and reliability of heparin
as amedicine, the clinical pharmacology of heparin as an anticoagulant drug, effects and potential
applications of heparin aside of those involving haemostasis and, finally, the nature and potential uses of
heparin-like materials from both natural and synthetic sources.
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