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This book provides for the first time a complete review of both the geology and biology of all extant coral
areasin the Gulf, the water body between Iran and the Arabian Peninsula. In summer, this areais the hottest
sea with abundant coral growth on earth and already today exhibits atemperature that is predicted to occur
across the topical ocean in 2100. Thus, by studying the Gulf today, much can be learned about tomorrow’s
world and the capability of coral reefs to adapt to climatic extremes. This volume provides the most
authoritative and up-to-date review of the coral reefsin the Gulf. It can be used as a volume of general
reference or as atextbook treating recent coral reefs.
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