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This book is an attempt to demonstrate the analytical power of the holistic approach for understanding
disasters. Six mgor earthquakesin Latin America are used as an example, the general ideaisto place
disastersin abroad social and regional context. Understanding disastersis away of understanding the
social system. Theideaisto show that every maor disaster is unique and different. Statistical methods may
be useful for purposes of risk estimation but modern disasters are "systemic" and complex.
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