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Soil enzymes play afundamental role in many soil processes such as the mineralization of organic matter,
the synthesis of humic substances, the degradation of xenaobiotics or the mechanismsinvolved in the
biocontrol of plant pathogens. Their direct link with soil microorganisms gives them akey role as
biomonitors of the evolution of soil quality or in the monitoring of the application of organic amendmentsto
degraded soils. As a consequence of the importance of soil enzymes on soil processes, there is an increasing
interest in their study, as well asin the application of molecular techniques as diagnostic tools.
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