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The prehistory of polymer science helpsto provide key insights into current issues and historical problems.
The story will be divided into an ancient period ( from Greek times to the creation of the molecular
consensus), a nascent period (from Dalton to Kekule to van't Hoff) and a period of paradigm formation and
controversy (from Staudinger to Mark to Carothers). The prehistory concludes with an account of the
epochal 1935 Discussion of the Faraday Society on “polymerization”.
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