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Abstrak
 

Efforts to integrated food security and farmer empowerment have become an

important issue today. Accordingly, the objectives of this study were to analyze the level of participation of

farmers in their group and the empowerment of farmers in the management of rice farming and the factors

associated with it, and to analyze the impact of farmer empowerment on sustainability efforts. Fieldwork

was conducted in May to June 2012 in two districts in West Java, by taking 239 farmers who had attended

the farmer &#64257;eld school. Quantitative data were analyzed statistically based on the descriptive

technique and Structural Equations Modeling (SEM). Qualitative data were collected through in-depth

interview and observation to support the quantitative data. The results showed that: (1) The levels offarmer

participation in the farmer group and the farmer empowerment were classi&#64257;ed as low. The

Variables that signi&#64257;cantly affected the levels of farmer participation in the farmer group were:

intensity of empowerment and personality traits. The variables that signi&#64257;cantly affected the levels

of farmer empowerment were: farmer participation in the farmer group, intensity of empowerment, physical

and socio-economic environment, personality traits, and availability of agricultural information. (2) The

prospects for sustainability efforts were classi&#64257;ed as low. The level of farmer empowerment

signi&#64257;cantly affected the sustainability of farming; and (3) The increasing level of farmer

empowerment can be achieved by better management of empowerment process, with increasing farmer

participation in the farmer group, strengthening the availability of agricultural information, and the physical

and socio economic environment.
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