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In this book, expert HIV researchers critically review every aspect of this highly evolving and topical
subject. The opening chapters deal with the epidemiology, global magnitude and biologic mechanisms of
HIV-1 transmission from mother to child through breastfeeding and include considerations of the virus
(quantity, compartments, characteristics) and the host (genetic, immunity-innate, cellular, humoral). The
effects of breastfeeding on the HIV-infected mother’ s health and nutritional status, and the social and
cultural issues associated with the practice of breastfeeding are also discussed. The next few chapters
provide cutting-edge reviews of the latest approaches to prevention of HIV transmission to the infant
through breastfeeding, including antiretroviral strategies, nutritional and immune-based approaches, and
treatment of expressed breast milk. The remaining chapters provide afascinating review of the many
iterations this subject has received, as reflected in the several different sets of guidelines for infant feeding
by HIV-infected mothers issued by the World Health Organization, and a debate by leading scientists on
whether HIV-infected mothers should breastfeed their infants-in resource-limited and in resource-rich
settings. A comprehensive overview of the current state of implementing the new evidence for prevention of
breastfeeding transmission of HIV all over the world is also presented.
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