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This volume contains 22 chapters by renowned experts, grouped in five parts. In Part | fundamental
processes and acclimation strategies of seaweeds towards the abiotic environment are covered. Part 11
focuses on the multitude of biotic interactions in seaweed communities, and in Part 111 the reader is
introduced to the structure and function of the main seaweed systems of the world. The chapters of Part IV
highlight and discuss the effects of global and local environmental changes on seaweeds and their
communities. In the final Part V a comprehensive overview of developments in seaweed aquaculture,
industrial applications and the overall economic importance of seaweeds is provided. Summarizing the
advances in seaweed biology achieved within the last few decades, this book also identifies gapsin the
present knowledge and needs for future research.
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