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This survey of recent scientific progressin usefully applying microbes to both environmental management
and biotechnology isinformed by acknowledgement of the polluting effects on the world around us of soil
erosion, the unwanted migration of sediments, chemical fertilizers and pesticides, and the improper
treatment of human and animal wastes. These harmful phenomena have resulted in serious environmental
and social problems around the world, problems which require usto look for solutions elsewhere than in
established physical and chemical technologies.
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