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Molecular biology has in recent years provided major advances in our understanding of cyanobacterial
ecology. Perhaps for more than any other group of organisms, it is possible to see how the ecology,
physiology, biochemistry, ultrastructure and molecular biology interact. Thisall helpsto deal with practical
problems such as the control of nuisance blooms and the use of cyanobacterial inoculato manage semi-
desert soils. Large-scale culture of several organisms, especialy "Spirulina' (Arthrospira), for health food
and specialist productsisincreasingly being expanded for amuch wider range of uses. Inview of their
probable contribution to past oil deposits, much attention is currently focused on their potential as a source
of biofuel.
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