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Thisisan important and timely volume: important because ASEAN is an increasingly significant and
influential regional and global actor; and timely because, as the 2015 ASEAN Economic Community target
approaches, what is needed is a sympathetic yet arms-length survey of the issues and challenges. ASEAN
will miss some of the targets laid out in its AEC Blueprint, but the reader isleft in no doubt that the ASEAN
spirit isalive and well. The editors include a distinguished former Secretary General of ASEAN and the
leading academic analyst of ASEAN economic cooperation. They and their co-editors are to be
congratulated for soliciting contributions from an outstanding and diverse group of authors, and then adding
their highly authoritative commentary and analysis. A must read for anybody seriously interested in
ASEAN.
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