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The book isintended to be used either as a self-study guide, atextbook for a course in advanced linear
algebra, or as areference book. It is also designed to prepare a student for the linear algebra portion of
prelim exams or PhD qualifying exams. The volume is self-contained to the extent that it does not assume
any previous formal knowledge of linear algebra, though the reader is assumed to have been exposed, at
least informally, to some of the basic ideas and techniques, such as manipulation of small matrices and the
solution of small systems of linear equations over the real numbers. More importantly, it assumes a
seriousness of purpose, considerable motivation, and a modicum of mathematical sophistication on the part
of the reader. In the latest edition, new major theorems have been added, as well as many new examples.
There are over 130 additional exercises and many of the previous exercises have been revised or rewritten.
In addition, alarge number of additional biographical notes and thumbnail portraits of mathematicians have
been included.
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