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New technologies, softwares, and techniques, such as volumetric imaging, enhancement quantification, and
fusion imaging, are increasing the diagnostic capabilities of US. The injection of microbubble contrast
agents allows better tissue characterization with definitive differentiation between solid and cystic lesions.
Contrast-enhanced US improves the characterization of pancreatic tumors, assistsin local and liver staging,
and can offer savingsin both time and money. Acoustic radiation force impulse (ARFI) imaging isa
promising new US method to test, without manual compression, the mechanical strain properties of deep
tissues. Furthermore, the applications and indications for interventional, endoscopic, and intraoperative US
have undergone significant improvement and refinement.

This book provides a complete overview of all these technologica developments and their impact on the
assessment of pancreatic pathol ogies. Percutaneous, endoscopic, and intraoperative US of the pancreas are
discussed in detail, with precise description of findings and with informative imaging (CT and MRI) and
pathologic correlations.
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