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The book is aretrospective on Gold’s remarkable life. He fled from Viennain 1933, eventually settling in
England and completing an engineering degree at Trinity College in Cambridge. During the war, he worked
on naval radar research alongside Fred Hoyle and Hermann Bondi — which, in an unlikely chain of events,
eventually led to his working with them on steady-state cosmology. In 1968, shortly after their discovery, he
provided the explanation of pulsars as rotating neutron stars. In hisfinal position at Cornell, he and his
colleagues persuaded the US Defense Department to fund the conversion of the giant radio telescope at
Arecibo in Puerto Rico into a superb instrument for radio astronomy. Gold’ s interests covered physiology,
astronomy, cosmology, geophysics, and engineering.
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