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Summary:

In this comprehensive yet compact book, Michael J. Seth surveys Korean history from Neolithic timesto the
present. He explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and still little-known cultural
heritage, showing how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society was wrenched into the
modern world, ultimately to be arbitrarily divided into two opposed halves after World War 1. Tracing the
six decades since, Seth explains how the two Koreas, with their deeply different political and socia systems
and geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply contrastin.
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