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This book deals with the chemical evolution of galaxies of all morphological types (ellipticals, spirals and
irregulars) and stresses the importance of the star formation histories in determining the properties of stellar
populationsin different galaxies. The topic is approached in adidactical and logical manner via galaxy
evolution models which are compared with observational results obtained in the last two decades: The
reader is given an introduction to the concept of chemical abundances and learns about the main stellar
populationsin our Galaxy as well as about the classification of galaxy types and their main observables. In
the core of the book, the construction and solution of chemical evolution models are discussed in detail,
followed by descriptions and interpretations of observations of the chemical evolution of the Milky Way,
spheroidal galaxies, irregular galaxies and of cosmic chemical evolution.
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