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Generally speaking, the goals of statistical physics may be summarized as follows. on the one hand to study
systems composed of alarge number of interacting ‘entities’, and on the other to predict the macroscopic (or
collective) behavior of the system considered from the microscopic laws ruling the dynamics of the
individual ‘entities’. These two goals are, to some extent, also shared by what is nowadays called ‘ complex
systems science’ and for these reasons, systems studied in the framework of statistical physics may be
considered as among the simplest examples of complex systems, allowing in addition a rather well
developed mathematical treatment.
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