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In spite of medical advances and the increasing number of severely brain-injured patients, the assessment
and treatment of patients recovering from comaremain chalenging. For over 10 years now, the Coma
Science Group has been working on the scientific exploration of disorders of consciousness, with both
scientific and clinical research agendas. This book isthe result of al thiswork. The aim isto offer both
clinicians and researchers an opportunity to acquire expertise in afield which is constantly developing.
Besides diagnostic, prognostic and ethical issues, this book includes well-established findings on assessment
techniques (i.e., behavioral scales, electrophysiological explorations and structural/functional neuroimaging)
and treatment procedures, but also techniques under development (i.e., the use of classifiers, brain-computer
interfaces, transcranial magnetic stimulation or deep brain stimulation) which will stimulate ideas for future
research.
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