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Abstrak
 

Just how does one make sense of the genocide perpetrated by the Khmer Rouge during its rule in the 70’s

and the numerous human rights violations in the Philippines during the Marcos period? Like the conflicts

that have marked human history at the close of the 20th century, Southeast Asia is no exception, similar to

the many attempts to come to terms with the past and put to account wrongdoers worldwide. The paper is an

attempt to historicize these two seemingly unrelated events and analyze them from the synoptic frameworks

of transitional justice and reparations. Similar to the experiences faced by many societies transitioning

towards democratic rule, notably in Latin America, the dilemma of whether to pursue justice or preserve the

peace and the newfound status quo has characterized the length at which justice had eluded the victims in

Cambodia and the Philippines. Yet, no matter what the limits are in pursuing accountability, or these so

called historical injustices, closure is still achievable. The paper would like to argue that closure

https://lib.ui.ac.id/detail?id=20428781&lokasi=lokal

