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A proposed approach to improve current sustainable product
development
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Systematic consideration of environmental aspects within the early stages of product development (PD) can
be considered highly significant in order for the overall environmental performance of the product to be
improved. Many methods and tools have been developed aiming to enable this consideration and provide the
properties that need to be considered and improved. This article provides an overview of some well-known
and more applicable tools and methods that have been developed and are available today. The identified
tools are generally classified in two groups: Guidelines and Analytical tools. The limitations and barriers of
current tools are assessed and categorized and two areas for work are proposed in order to address current
limitations in the existing literature. One of the areasis followed and a scoring model is proposed as a new
tool for sustainable PD.
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