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Timing of orthodontic treatment for Class III malocclusion has always been somewhat controversial. Many

orthodontic pioneers like Angle, Tweed, and Graber have advocated early interception of class III

malocclusion because this kind of skeletal discrepancy once established, would usually progress rapidly.

What kind of early treatment would be appropriate for this malocclusion? Would this approach be effective

and promises a stable result? Early orthodontic treatment is defined as a treatment that is initiated during the

primary or the mixed dentition stage to enhance skeletal and dental development. It is usually done in two

phases. The first phase is intended to correct skeletal discrepancy by taking advantage of growth and

development period. The second phase followed to improve occlusal relationship. Early treatment of Class

III malocclusion is a possible alternative to improve skeletal discrepancy or at the very least may serve to

prevent a worsening malocclusion. Principles of Class III early treatment depend on whether it is dental

Class III, functional Class III, or skeletal Clas III. Practitioners should consider positive and negative factors

of a patient before initiating treatment. Likewise, they should understand factors that affect prognosis and

stability of the results.
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