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In this book, Jongwoo Han takes a holistic approach to understanding these phenomena by examining the
states role in the unprecedented economic development and societys capabilities to resist the states
centralized power. Han re-articul ates state-society relations through Onufs social constructivist approach
based on three rules of a political community: hegemony, hierarchy, and heteronomy. This book expands
upon this effort to re-construct the state and society relations in two ways. First, it produces case studies of
the capital city of Hanyang (Joseon Dynasty from 1392 to 1910), Kyeongseong (Japanese colonial control
from 1910 to 1945), and Seoul (1945-current). The capital city is analyzed as a container for the major
ideologies and ways of thinking that have shaped three important political eras. Second, it adopts two
indigenous thoughts, Neo-Confucianism and geomancy, as sources of the main political and cultural
ideologies that shape Koreas state and society relations. These sources have never been treated as units of
political analysis. Thisbook finds that both Neo-Confucianism and geomancy, over two periods of Hanyang
and Kyeongseong, are two main contributing factors of the emergence of the developmental state and
vibrant democracy in Koreain the Seoul era.
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