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Over the last few decades, advances by African-Americans in the business world have been both impressive
and well-documented. But even a cursory glance at the statistics -- not to mention a look around most
corporations -- reveal s that, despite much progress, minority executives are still relatively few and far
between. Whether in the form of insensitivity, change-averse corporate cultures, socio-economic factors, or
outright racism, African-Americans still face very real obstacles along the path to professional success. To
many, these obstacles have seemed insurmountable, and their careers have foundered. But to thousands of
others, these challenges have been an invitation to excel, and their accomplishments have been worthy of
both praise and emulation.
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