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Abstrak
 

<b>ABSTRAK</b><br>

The impact of marriage, contraception, induced abortion and postpartum infecundability on fertility decline

in Viet Nam between 1997 and 2002 are examined in the present paper. The authors use a Bongaarts model

to determine the contribution of each factor to fertility changes in Viet Nam, based in data obtained from the

1997 and 2002 rounds of the Viet Nam Demographic and Health Survey. The authors show that there are

significant differences between rural and urban areas. The study reveals that in urban areas, the decline in

fertility can be attributed mainly to delayed marriage, an increase, in induced abortion and increased

postpartum infecundability, while the contribution of the increased use of contraceptives is negligible. In

rural areas, the decreasing proportion of married women, contraaceptive use and induced abortion are the

main factors responsible for the decline in fertility. The authors also find that the high incidence of induced

abortions can largely be attributed to limited use of modern contraceptive methods. The authors recommend

increasing access to modern contraceptive methods. They further recommend strengthening and increasing

access to sexual and reproductive health services, especially in rural areas and for young people. In addition,

the contribution of civil society and the private sector to the provision of sexual and reproductive health

services is important in increasing access and coverage. Access to reproductive health services needs to be

strenghtened in rural areas, particularly in the Central Highlands.
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