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What would a history that put women at the centre of the rise and fall of kingdoms be like? When the armies
of Khubilai arrived on Javain 1293, they found themselvesin the middle of two warring states. Two
historical traditions developed concerning the ensuing events: the official Chinese dynastic records in which
no women are mentioned, and a number of Javanese histories and poems in which everything depends upon
the actions and fates of certain women. The Chinese account has long been regarded as factual, whilst the
Javanese versions have been dismissed as mere romance, their women stereotypical representations of male
fantasies.
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