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By four o’ clock the midday heat has begun to mellow. Along kampung alleyways the raucous commotion of
city life gives way to the occasional sounds of playing children, splashing water, cooing pigeons. Domestic
life emanates crisply out of thin walls and open windows. Some people are freshening up with a mandi or
cooking in their kitchens; others are watching television or quietly strumming guitars by their doorsteps. The
sun, by now sunk behind buildings, has given way to the calm, mild air of early dusk...
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