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Jane Austen's remarkable juvenilia date from 1787, when she was eleven, to 1793, when she was seventeen.
She preserved these early writings in three manuscript notebooks, entitled, with mock solemnity, 'Volume
the First', 'V olume the Second' and "Volume the Third'. Most of the twenty-seven items in these notebooks
are short fictions, but the young Austen also wrote the opening of what could have become a full-length
novel, 'Catharine, as well as dramatic sketches, verses and afew non-fictional pieces. Astonishingly
sophisticated and inventive, these writings, with their anarchic energy, violence and irreverence, are now
receiving the scholarly attention they deserve. This edition provides a fresh transcription of Austen's
manuscripts, with comprehensive explanatory notes, an extensive critical introduction covering the context
and publication history of the juvenilia, a chronology of Austen'slife, and an authoritative textual apparatus.
It also prints, for the first time, the copious satirical marginaliathat Austen wrote on her copies of Oliver
Goldsmith's History of England
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