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ASEAN leaders proclaimed to create an ASEAN Economic Community by 2015. But achieving the target
requires cooperation and coordination both within and among the ten ASEAN economies. Currently, with
countries having varying considerations towards compl ete liberalization, protectionism still persistsin
certain sectors of the economies. Lot of work needs to be done in addressing the domestic reforms, the gaps
in infrastructure, the lack of human resources and adequate institutions. Moreover, it is the businesses whose
decisions and actions will help the region to achieve an effective integration.
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