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The Bunag are a Papuan language-speaking people straddling the border of Indonesian West Timor and
independent East Timor. This paper looks at the history of the Bunag as a ?border? people in Timor.
?Border? isinterpreted here in two ways, as referring to: (i) apolitical division, the boundary line separating
one country from another, and (ii) alinguistic division, the distinguishing line between Papuan and
Austronesian languages. | examine the effect that the Bunag position at the political and linguistic borders of
Timor has had on the people and their language.
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