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The article discusses Malay oral traditions and emphasi zes the shamanistic aspects of these traditions.
Shamans often recite mantras in the execution of their role in society. The role of the shaman, their self
proclaimed knowledge, shamans and their economic activities, black magic and healthcare in Malay society
are discussed, aswell asthe shaman?srolein Dayak ritual. Each aspect is discussed in combination with the
mantra the shaman utters.
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