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Natural resource management discourse and practice, asin politics but in different level, are shifting from
centralized to local autonomy. Consequently, local government has to undertake many tasks. One important
task isto formulate natural resource management policy that can contribute to enhance social welfare
without disturbing natural resource sustainability. Hence, it is useful to evaluate existing management
practices to learn its weaknesses and strengths as the basis in formulating new management policy. This
article discussed conflict potential among stakeholders in the exploitation of sea natural resourcesin Kei
islands, Southeast Mollucan. By analyzing the conflict, the discussion will identify stakeholders and power
relations among them (interests, strategies and resource controls) to reveal challengesin natural resource
management practices in the local autonomy era.
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