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<i>The implementation of local government policies during the New Order era has weakened Pesantren as
local and Islamic education institution. The weakening is due to, firstly, the instructive position of central
government to itslocal subordinates implying that this later apparatus be the instrument of gaining its target.
Secondly, the head of local government as solely powerful figurein local structure has been decisivein
many local policies. Thislocal political situation has also implied a centralization of 1slamic education
policies during the era. The discussed cases of two Pesantren in two different districtsin this article revea
that regional autonomy will be presumably strengthening this Islamic education institution.</i>
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