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Fenomena irregular migration merupakan fenomenayang terjadi ketika seseorang masuk atau tinggal di
suatu negara tanpa memiliki status kewarganegaraan negara tersebut dan telah melanggar hukum imigrasi
atau peraturan yang ada. Fenomenaini sesungguhnyatidak memiliki definisi serta batasan konseptual yang
pasti sehingga terdapat beragam penggunaan istilah maupun pemahaman ketika menjelaskan fenomena
irregular migration dalam literatur. Ketidakpastian definisi tersebut juga mengakibatkan fenomenairregular
migration dicanangkan sebagai suatu ancaman bagi negara dan suatu bentuk kejahatan transnasional hingga
akhirnya wacana tersebut menjadi wacana dominan yang melekat pada fenomenairregular migration.
Tinjauan pustakaini mengkaji literatur yang menunjukkan wacana dominan mengenai fenomenairregular
migration yang kemudian berkembang hingga muncul berbagai literatur yang menantang wacana dominan
tersebut. Dengan metode pengorganisasian literatur berupa kronologi dan taksonomi, tinjauan pustakaini
menunjukkan adanya perkembangan literatur di segi istilah dan konseptualisasi, faktor penyebab, unit
analisis dari negaramenjadi individu yaitu migran serta fenomenairregular migration yang dianggap
sebagai isu kegjahatan transnasional. Perkembangan pembahasan mengenai irregular migration serta irregular
migrants dalam literatur umumnya dipicu oleh peristiwa sertalatar belakang akademisi yang beragam.
Berdasarkan berbagai literatur yang sudah dikaji, tinjauan pustaka ini menunjukkan bahwa fenomena
irregular migration sesungguhnya merupakan suatu konstruksi sosial, politik dan legal yang dicanangkan
oleh negara dan berdampak nyata pada kehidupan migran sehingga tidak sepatutnya irregular migrants
dikriminalisas dengan mudah.

The phenomenon of irregular migration is a phenomenon which happened when someone entered or lived in
acountry in which they have no citizenship or in which they have violated the existing immigration laws
and regulations. This phenomenon doesn rsquo t have an absolute definition or conceptual limitations,
therefore there are many terminology and understanding in explaining the phenomenon of irregular
migration in literature. The uncertain definition leads to how irregular migration is constructed as a threat for
states and as aform of transnational crime. This discourse has been the dominant discourse of irregular
migration. This literature review showcases literature that depict the dominant discourse and literature which
contest the dominant discourse of irregular migration. Using chronology and taxonomy method, this
literature review shows the development of literature about irregular migration according to the devel opment
in terminology and conceptualization, development of causes of irregular migration, development of
analytical unit which evolves from state to individual or migrants and the development of literature which
consider the phenomenon of irregular migration as atransnational crime issue. In general, the devel opment
of phenomenon of irregular migration and irregular migrantsin literature is preceded by events and various
academic background of the writer of literature. This literature review aims to show that the phenomenon of
irregular migration is actually a social, political and legal construction that is constructed by states and affect
the lives of migrants, therefore the irregular migrants are not supposed to be criminalised easily.
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