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She came into the world in the year 1577, to the howling accompaniment of aferocious winter storm. Asthe
daughter of starving refugees fleeing violent persecution in Persia, her fateful birth in aroadside tent sparked
amiraculous reversal of family fortune, culminating in her father's introduction to the court of Emperor
Akbar. Sheis called Mehrunnisa, the Sun of Women. Thisis her story.".

"Growing up on the fringes of Emperor Akbar's opulent palace grounds, Mehrunnisa blossomsinto a
sapphire-eyed child blessed with a precocious intelligence, luminous beauty, and a powerful ambition far
surpassing the bounds of her family's station. Mehrunnisafirst encounters young Prince Salim on his
wedding day. In that instant, even as aroyal galaswirlsaround her in celebration of the future emperor's
first marriage, Mehrunnisa foresees the path of her own destiny. One day, she decides with uncompromising
surety, she too will become Salim's wife. Sheisall of eight years old - and wholly unaware of the great price
she and her family will pay for this dream.
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