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In this book, the author asserts that the groundwork for this recent transformation was laid in the late
nineteenth century, with the trandation of the evolutionary works of Lamarck, Darwin, and Spencer into
Chinese |etters. He traces the ways that the evolutionary narrative itself evolved into aform of vernacular
knowledge which dissolved the boundaries between beast and man and reframed childhood development as
arecapitulation of civilizational ascent, through which a beleaguered China might struggle for existence and
claim a place in the modern world-system. This narrative left an indelible imprint on China's literature and
popular media, from children's primersto print culture, from fairy talesto filmmaking. Jones's analysis
offers an innovative and interdisciplinary angle of vision on China's cultural evolution. He focuses
especialy on China's foremost modern writer and public intellectual, Lu Xun, in whose work the fierce
contradictions of his generation's devel opmentalist aspirations became the stuff of pedagogical parable. This
book revises our understanding of literature's role in the making of modern China by revising our
understanding of developmentalism's role in modern Chinese literature.
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