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Abstrak
 

As a primary trade route for more than half of the world's shipping, the location of potentially huge oil and

gas reserves, and the main source of protein in maritime South- East Asia, the South China Sea is a

governing determinant of security, prosperity and development in East Asia and the wider Indo-Pacific

region. The disputes in the South China Sea have long been seen as a source of tension and instability in the

region. Although peace has been maintained until now, the South China Sea is the epicentre of changes in

the international balance of power which have the potential to trigger military conflict. The South China Sea

sovereignty disputes are among the most complicated in the world and engage claims from Brunei, China,

Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam. Given the complex convergence of national interests in the

region, the prospect of settling the decades-old disputes completely is very slim
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