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Abstrak
 

<b>ABSTRAK</b><br>

Malaysia is a common law country, and as such the decisions of its courts have a binding and law-making

force. This means that the Malaysian judiciary is highly influential in setting the tenor of governance. In this

article I examine and analyze some key decisions that had an influence on divisiveness and dissent in the

country. I point out that the courts have been poor in ensuring that the legal system protects the nation from

divisive elements, and the legal system does not do enough to guarantee the fundamental rights and

democratic principles that were envisioned by the founding fathers for the citizenry. The article closes with

an attempt to understand why this is the case.
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