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<b>ABSTRAK</b><br>

In the study of contemporary local politics and the dynamics of decentralization in Indonesia, thereis
insufficient research on how political actorsintegrate both psychologically and emotionally as a strategy to
gain power at the local level. This paper explores the way in which the emotion labelled fear of crime
embodies local power, specifically in the Central Lombok District of West Nusa Tenggara Province. Efforts
have been made to investigate how the fear of crime emerged and was disseminated, as well as how the
politics of fear appeared and functioned in a social setting. This paper argues that fear can be socially
constructed through talk of crime and politicized in the context of local elections by elites through informal
security groups or individual datu maling, two entities that | refer to as fear entrepreneurs.
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