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Indonesiais one of the countries of origin for migrant workers in the world. In the context of migration, the
discourse on natural resources,

sustainable economy, and women’s empowerment are not the mainstream discussion. The resilience or
economic sustainability of returnee women migrant workers (RWMWSs) is also amajor problemin
migration policy schemes and practicesin Indonesia. This paper explores how the model of economic
empowerment in Kenanga Village, Indramayu District, as alocal initiative can bring welfare

toward RWMWs and goes beyond the discourse of safe migration. The datain this research analyzed using
Harvard and Longwee' gender analysistools as well asindicator of gender mainstreaming, and Naila
Kabeer’ s theory of empowerment. This paper finds that local initiatives of productive economy have a
positive impact on the economic sustainability of RWMWsin Kenanga Village. It isimportant to develop
economic resilience as an alternative to aleviate poverty. However, in

the empowerment program, it isimportant to consider various aspects of gender justice.
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