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Do the various forms of literary theory - deconstruction, Marxism, new historicism, feminism, post-
colonialism, and cultural/digital studies - have anything in common? If so, what are the fundamental
principles of theory? What isitsideological orientation? Can it still be of useto usin understanding basic
intellectual and ethical dilemmas of our time? These questions continue to perplex both students and
teachers of literary theory. Habib finds the answers in theory's largely unacknowledged roots in the thought
of German philosopher Hegel. Hegel's insights continue to frame the very terms of theory to this day. Habib
explains Hegel's complex ideas and how they have percolated through the intellectual history of the last
century. This book will interest teachers and students of literature, literary theory and the history of ideas,
illuminating how our modern world came into being, and how we can better understand the salient issues of
our own time.
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