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Banyak rakyat Amerikayang menilai negaranya sebagai model demokrasi. Meskipun masih banyak
kekurangan dalam sistem ketatanegaraan dan pemerintahan di Amerika, namun masyarakat Amerika setuju
bahwa fondasi menuju sebuah masyarakat yang demokratis telah dijamin oleh Konstitusi dan undang-
undang lainnya. Karena demokrasi Amerika masih jauh dari sempurna, banyak kalangan di Amerika
memperdebatkan aturan permainan dalam pel aksanaan demokrasi ini.

Konsep dasar dari demokrasi sebagai nilai dasar di Amerika adalah lahirnya suatu tatanan pemerintahan
yang berdasarkan kehendak rakyat, pemerintah yang berdasarkan keinginan popular. Namun jika dilihat dari
kacamata demokrasi, ada kecenderungan sistem pemilihan presiden melalui electoral college sedikit
mengesampingkan beberapa esensi demokrasi, seperti kesamaan politik yang diterjemahkan dengan
pemberian bobot suara yang sama: satu orang, satu suara.

Namun sistem electoral college memang diterapkan sebagai kompromi politik yang dibuat oleh pendiri
bangsa Amerika untuk memberikan bobot yang relatif Iebih seimbang antara negara bagian besar dan kecil.

Apapun sistem pemilihan yang diterapkan akan sangat berpengaruh kepada kepercayaan masyarakat
terhadap proses dan pranata politik di suatu negara.

Penulisan tesisini bertujuan untuk mengkaji dan mengidentifikasi kelemahan dalam sistem pemilihan
presiden yang seringkali menciptakan kontroversi dalam pemilihan presiden. Pengamatan utama dalam
tulisan ini dititikberatkan pada sistem electoral college.

Tesisini menggunakan metode penelitian dari sumber kepustakaan dan menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif
dalam pengkajiannya. Penulisan tesisini melibatkan pengamatan sejarah dan kajian pranata-pranata.

<i>An Observation to the U.S. Presidential Election 2000: The Electoral College System asa
Complementing Factor in American DemocracyMost Americans view the United States as a model
democracy. Although there are still flaws in the American constitutional system and government structure,
most Americans agree that the Constitution and other existing laws secure the foundations of a democratic
society. Due to the imperfect nature of American democracy, many experts as well as the common people
are still debating about the rule of the game in the application of democracy.

The basic concept of democracy as a core American value is the existence of a governing system that is by
the will of the people, by means of popular support. But if we observe through the lenses of democracy,
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electing a president using the electoral college system tends to overlook several basic essence of democracy,
namely that of political equality which supposed to provide an equal weight for each single vote cast: one
person, one vote.

The electora college system was adopted as a political compromise made by the founding fathersin
Americato provide arelatively equal weigh between the large and small states. Irrespective of the electoral
system applied in apresidential election, it will influence the course which determines the people's
confidence to the political process and institutionsin a particular country.

The objective of thisthesisis to study and identify the weaknesses in the existing presidential election
system that often create controversiesin the process. The focus of the study is on the electoral college
mechanism. The research method used in this thesis was carried out through literature research and the
gualitative approach was applied in its analysis. In order to understand the inter-linkages between the
various aspects on this topic, the writing of this thesis used the historical and institutional perspectives.</i>



