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Gastroduodenal mucosat integrity has important role in the pathogenesis of gastroduodenal ulcer. It depends
on imbal ance between aggressive and defensive factors. However, many experts believe that defensive
factors has more dominant role. Maintenance of gastrointestinal endothelial integrity appears to define the
"cytoprotection” phenomenon and, as discussed below, is acritical component of NSAID-induced GI injury
and a potential target for therapeutic intervention,
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