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The whale shark (Rhincodon typus, Hiu Paus), the world's largest type of fish/mammal presentsin
Indonesia, in Botubarani, Gorontalo province, among others. This province is actively devel oping geoparks
which are currently still aspiring geopark status, as well as tourism, and making whale sharks itsicon. Our
paper studies the development of whale sharks as a marker of the area’s biodiversity, to promote it as a more
common activity in Indonesia where whale sharks can be found. We support strategic ideas for the
development of whale sharks and formulate several recommendations for geotourism activities where whale
sharks areicons.
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