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This paper aimsto reveal the relationship between ethnicity and democracy in the regencies of South Sorong
in West Papua Province and Keerom in Papua Province, both situated in Indonesia’ s easternmost island of
Papua. By using Madisonian practice to examine the ethnic party and separatist logics in both regencies, this
study explores the presence of cooperation, representation, and accommodation between ethno-religious
identities in South Sorong, as well as between Indigenous Papuans (orang asli Papua) and the majority
Muslim non-Papuan migrants (pendatang) in Keerom. The findings of this qualitative study suggest that
there is arelationship between ethnicity and democracy that can be used in a positive way for promoting
peace and resolving conflict.
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